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ANTHONY L. HALL, ESQ. 
Nevada Bar No. 5977 
AHall@SHJNevada.com
JONATHAN A. MCGUIRE, ESQ.
Nevada Bar No. 15280 
JMcGuire@SHJNevada.com 
SIMONS HALL JOHNSTON PC
690 Sierra Rose Dr., 
Reno, Nevada 89511 
Telephone: (775) 785-0088 

Attorneys for Respondent 
City of Reno  

BEFORE THE STATE OF NEVADA 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS BOARD 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 
FIGHTERS, LOCAL 731, 

Complainant, 

vs. 

CITY OF RENO, 

Respondent. 

Case No.:   2025-027 

Panel:

ANSWER TO COMPLAINT 

COMES NOW, Respondent City of Reno (the “City”), by and through its undersigned 

counsel of record, hereby responds to the causes of action contained in the Complaint filed by 

Complainant International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 731 (the “IAFF”) on December 8, 

2025, as follows: 

1. Answering paragraph 1 of the Complaint, Respondent admits the allegations set

forth in this paragraph. 

2. Answering paragraph 2 of the Complaint, Respondent admits the allegations set

forth in this paragraph. 

FILED 
December 29, 2025

 State of Nevada
E.M.R.B.
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3. Answering paragraph 3 of the Complaint, Respondent admits the allegations set 

forth in this paragraph.  

4. Answering paragraph 4 of the First Amended Complaint, Respondent denies the 

allegations set forth in this paragraph.

5. Answering paragraph 5 of the Complaint, Respondent admits the allegation set forth 

in this paragraph.  

6. Answering paragraph 6 of the Complaint, Respondent admits the allegation set forth 

in this paragraph.  

7. Answering paragraph 7 of the Complaint, Respondent admits that the first meeting 

to renegotiate the CBA was held on April 4, 2025, and the last meeting was held on October 21, 

2025. Respondent denies the remaining allegations set forth in this paragraph.  

8. Answering paragraph 8 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set forth 

in this paragraph.  

9. Answering paragraph 9 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set forth 

in this paragraph. 

10. Answering paragraph 10 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set 

forth in this paragraph.  

11. Answering paragraph 11 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set 

forth in this paragraph. 

12. Answering paragraph 12 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set 

forth in this paragraph.  

13. Answering paragraph 13 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set 

forth in this paragraph. 

14. Answering paragraph 14 of the Complaint, Respondent admits that on October 21, 

2025, IAFF declared an impasse. Respondent denies the remaining allegations in this paragraph.   

15. Answering paragraph 15 of the Complaint, Respondent admits counsel for IAFF 

forwarded the panel of potential fact-finders along with the biographies for each fact-finder, to 

counsel for the City via email. Respondent admits that counsel for IAFF asked counsel for the City 
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to advise him when they would be ready to select the fact-finder through the striking process. 

Respondent is without knowledge as to the remaining allegations and as a result, denies the 

remaining allegations set forth in this paragraph.  

16. Answering paragraph 16 of the Complaint, Respondent admits that counsel for IAFF 

contacted counsel for the City, asking if the City was ready to select a fact-finder, and reminded 

counsel that pursuant to NRS 288.200(2), the parties had five days from their receipt of the panel 

to select a fact-finder. Respondent admits that counsel for the City sent a responsive email the same 

day on November 24, 2025. Respondent denies the remaining allegations set forth in this paragraph.   

17. Answering paragraph 17 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set 

forth in this paragraph. 

18. Answering paragraph 18 of the Complaint, Respondent denies the allegations set 

forth in this paragraph. 

The rest of the Complaint constitutes Complainant’s prayer for relief which contains legal 

conclusions and questions of law to which no response is required. However, to the extent 

Complainant’s prayer asserts allegations or a response may be deemed to be required, Respondent 

denies each and every allegation in Complainant’s prayer.  Respondent further denies each and 

every allegation contained in the Complaint that is not specifically admitted above. 

WHEREFORE, Respondent respectfully asks this Court: 

1. For a finding that the City bargained in good faith and did not violate NRS 

§288.270(1)(e);  

2. For an Order that the City does not have to participate in fact-finding;

3. For judgment decreeing that Complainant is entitled to recover nothing by way of 

its Complaint, and that the Complaint be dismissed with prejudice;

4. For an award of attorneys' fees and costs of suit incurred herein; and

5. For such other and further relief as the Board deems proper.

/// 

/// 

/// 
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AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

1. AS A FIRST, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO THE 

COMPLAINT, Respondent alleges that at all times mentioned in the Complaint, Respondent acted 

in good faith belief that its actions were legally justified or excused. 

2. AS A SECOND, SEPARATE, AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO THE 

COMPLAINT, Respondent alleges that Complainant’s claims are barred by the doctrine of unclean 

hands. 

3. AS A THIRD SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO THE 

COMPLAINT, Respondent alleges that any actions taken by the City were done for legitimate 

business reasons.  

4. AS A FOURTH SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO THE 

COMPLAINT, Respondent alleges that any and all actions taken by Respondent were just, fair, with 

good cause, privileged, in good faith, and without malice. 

5. AS A FIFTH SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO THE 

COMPLAINT, Respondent alleges Complainant’s fails to state a claim upon which relief can be 

granted.  

6. AS A SIXTH SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO THE 

COMPLAINT, Respondent alleges that Respondent acted at all times in good faith and in 

accordance with its contractual and/or legal rights. 

 
  DATED: December 29, 2025 
 

BY:   /s/ Anthony L. Hall                             . 
ANTHONY L. HALL, ESQ.
Nevada Bar No. 5977
AHall@SHJNevada.com
JONATHAN A. MCGUIRE, ESQ.
Nevada Bar No. 15280
JMcGuire@SHJNevada.com
SIMONS HALL JOHNSTON PC
690 Sierra Rose Dr.
Reno, Nevada 89511
Telephone: (775) 785-0088 
Attorneys for Respondent 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Terri Tribble, declare:  

I am employed in the City of Reno, County of Washoe, State of Nevada by the law offices 

of Simons Hall Johnston PC.  My business address is 690 Sierra Rose Dr., Reno, NV 89511.  I am 

over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action. 

On the below date, I served the foregoing ANSWER TO THE COMPLAINT by causing 

the document to be served via email, addressed as follows:  

 Jeffrey F. Allen, Esq.  
 Nevada Bar No. 9495
  3425 West Craig Rd.  
  N. Las Vegas, NV 89032
 jeffreyfallen@aol.com
 
 Attorney for Complainant  
 International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 731 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is 

true and correct, and that this declaration was executed on December 29, 2025.   
 

/s/ Terri Tribble   
Employee of Simons Hall Johnston 
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